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EDRAF (Ethnographic Risk Analysis Framework) is®
an advanced tool that uses various data sources to
calculate credit ratings and risk assessments for
vulnerable populations. Combining data analytics
and local cultural insights and information, EDRAF
has the power and potential to transform financial
accessibility in underserved populations. The tool
has been tested in India (see demo video at
https://www.uclb.com/portfolio/social-
ventures/edraf/).

The social problem

Money can change lives, but vulnerable
populations — particularly low-income
women and rural communities — can
struggle to access credit. Businesses lack
tools to assess the risks of lending to
borrowers without credit history, restricting
their willingness to lend.

The venture’s solution

EDRAF combines innovative technology
and ethnographic knowledge to provide
lenders with reliable credit ratings and risk
assessment, giving them the confidence to
offer credit. Pilots in South Asia show the
tool is 100% accurate in selecting
creditworthy borrowers. The tool can also
measure the socio-economic impact of
lending to under-represented communities.

The venture’s challenges

Pilots have proven the model successful,
but EDRAF needs support to secure the
first customers. Commercial contracts will
enable further testing and development,
enabling EDRAF to tailor the product to
different markets. EDRAF is particularly
interested in connecting with potential
partners and customers in India’s growing
fintech sector.

How can you help?

You can help bring EDRAF to market,
connecting the business with customers
and partners to undertake commercial
pilots. EDRAF is also seeking to engage
experts in sales, marketing and team
growth as the business seeks to develop a
stronger commercial proposition.

Get in touch

To learn more about our ventures or explore
support opportunities, please get in touch with
us at londonsocialventures@qgmul.ac.uk.
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